55 of My Favourite 70s Albums of All Time

Shon EllertoMarch17, 26
What a great era of music! The 70s! Here are 55 of some of my favourite albums during
this time.

This is a followup to the piece | wrote earlier entitl&gf of My Favourite 80s

Albums of All Time

Thi s ti me, weo0r eAndafterwriing khig pidce, ltcan sdfdiye 7 O ¢
say that the 70s created the most satisfying magecdver come across. Sure,

the 80s had some great material, but as for complexity and creativity across the
board, the 70s takélse crown.

As with my list of the 80s, there are a few which aretecinicallyalbums;

however] 6 m adding them here because they
including two albums in the beginning of the list which belong in the late 60s,

but because I 6m not going to do a 60s

Many of these albums were discovered accidentally through lack of choice

because back in my childhood years, | had nothing else to play except what was
available in my mother and father s r e
services had existed in the 80probably would have lost out what happened

during the 70s.

Such is the paraddkathavinglesschoiceactuallybroadensour horizons.

Naturally,having enjoyed the maiat my parents had, in later years, | came
across some real gemien | actively sought out interesting stuff to listen to.
The 70s was the age of progressive rock, or4poog for short, and it
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particularly interested me because of its complexity. Many albums in this list fit
this genre.

Now, we must r shomeasibgntire réctrdstnot soags this
piece.There are many great and memorable songs during the 70s which | could
list, but many of these are contained on albums with mainly uninteresting or
lacklustre material.

Let 6s start from t hteistimefranhei e st to the |
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The first of two records on this list which actually sits in the 60s, but | refuse to
leave it out. Anyway, the sound wasyy beyond what the 60s gave us anyway!

My dadliked Pink Floyd, at least, until the 80s where Pink Floyd started to get a
little too gentrified and ordinary. He hado Pink Floyd aloumsThe Piper at

the Gates of DawrandThe Dark Side of the MooSeemed everybody had a
copy of the latter! These two albums wéreonly Pink Floyd record| heard

when | was a child around the age of five or so.

This debutalbumby Pink Floydmight have been the catalyst for me to try out
weird, obscure, and arcane pieces of music in lateifeerwasraw, and |
mean, reallyaw. Unl i ke Pink Floyddés | ater mat



trebly and rough around the edges. But it was a real adventure. As a kid, | had

absolutely no idea what the hell they were singing about, but did it matter? Yes,
we all know that they were tripping out on some probably quite strong stuff, but
wow. Real heay, man!

There are certainly some very peculiar tracks which are completely out of place
like The Gnome, BikendThe Scarecrowbut the two ecederésistancdracks

have to bAstronomy DominandInterstellar Overdrive They are both long,

highly complex, and somewhat menacing trathi®rstellar Overdrivas a

crazy unadulterated journey into madness, as if being jettisoned beyond the Oort
Cloud where there is nothing except the madness going on in yourAsiihak.

Lucifer Samthis very catchy track with quite silly lyrics feels something like a
cross between 50s roedr o | | and 70s psychedeli cs.
whip-like sound?

Many Pink Floyd fans haveevereven heard this aloum before which is a great
pity, because this is pure adrenalin.

Interestingly, thé80s Canadian prog rock group, Voivod, did a captivating
tribute of Astronony Domineon theirNothingfacealbum.It& worth a listen!
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Sometime in my early teens, | saw a Pink Floyd dealidem which was on
sale and | had enough money to purchase it. | never heard of it before but after
listening toPiper At the Gates of Dawn, Dark Side of the M@mdMeddle |
t hought, ok, | etds give it a go.

My mot her never heard of this album ei
played it |l ater. And, | understood wh)

This is no conventional Pink Floyd douldtbum, but rather one record being a
0l ived record and the other an experir
have a go as to what they want to play.

The first thing that struck me, and thidsforeeven playing the record, was the
slightly unsettling picture on the cover which shows a rather-taking

picture of the crew amidst a scene of infinity mirrors, theatedDroste

Effect But each successive image in the effect differs a bit. On the back of the
cover is a picture of all the seemingly hundreds of instruments laid out on a
road.

What was | in forl wonder?

At first, | wasndot sur eisalikeaversionof t hi nk
Astronomy DomineA Saucerful of Secrets, Set the Controls for the Heart of the
Sun,andCareful With That Axe Eugenshich | can genuinely say is



frightening. These tracks are so impregnated on my mind that without looking
now at the album, | can list every trackldmmagummaThe more | listened to
this, the better it goAstronomy Domingas not as raw as Riper at the Gates

of Dawn but it had qualities which made it just as good, if not better.

The second record is just downright bizarre but | loved it. Thegatir

Sysyphuswhich breaks down into utter discord. The amazingly nag®seral

Species of Small Furry Animals Gathered Together in a Cave and Grooving

With a Pictwhich is just a crazy noise of, | guess, a bunch of animals in a cave

and grooving witha pictr and Vi zi er geryGmmgd,en Party
unsettling, and spooky to the co@&antchester Meadows a boring track

which | never |l i ked, andeadevsonthedm sur e
Upper Backs around Cambridge is peaceful but, yawn. But my favourite on this
record is the threpartThe Narrow Waywhich is one of those tracks that starts

very benignly and ordinary only to disintegrate into mayhem at the end of the
second part and finishirig the third parbon a lovely butather solemn piece.

With its oddnesdJmmagummas one of those albums whichyou either hate
it or love it.

| ald® & K552 20Ndmh




oK. |l t s not an al bum3 HasisometohtheisgreBtesb r s ¢
tracks. ltwasaecordl di scovered somewhere in the
vinyl collection and introduced me to such classics kgt My Fire, People

Are Strange, The Crystal ShgmdY ou 6 r e L o sUnlikeemahyt | e Gi r |
compil ations, vy owpadtrackesguasheédawptegeter bi g pi
which usually makes the sound quality thinner and tinnier.

If you had to chooseneDoors record, this is it. However, | would also
recommend getting thelir A. Womaralbum to includd_ove Her Madly,
L 6 A me andthe awesomely mysteriolders On The Storm

| IR® ng o0fé& NHExShiis m

Argent must be one of those underrated bands that hardly anyone has heard of.
Oddly, i1t doesnodt get the best reviews
theydbve got some great compositions.

|l t6s hard to describe Argent. |t was f
Zombies but it doesndt seem to have mt
characteristics to the Zombies. Their music is a strange mixture of heavy rock,

some organ playing, and progck allrolled up in one. Some of their tracks had



very complex bridges which, perhaps, pushed many of the traditional rock fans
away but not being quite welhown enough in its genre to attract the prog rock
fanseither.

|l 6ve |l i stened to this album many ti mes
being freshasevertoddyt i s Argent s best al bum i
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|l woul dndét consider myself a real Door
have, and itbdés also the | ast al bum wi't
little different about this album that sets it apart from the othes.A meiga c a
strange little numbet.ove Her Madlyis a great track. Then you get some of the

bluesy stuff likeCrawling King SnakeBut the best piece, of courseR&lers

On The Storma hauntinty beautiful track with lyrics referencing death and

fear.
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CAT STEVENS

Cat S tTeagee And Bne Firecad, by far, my favourite aloum of his. With
tracks likeMorning Has BrokenMoonshadowandPeace Trainwhat can go

wrong?

|l téds one of those al bums which practi
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Pi nk HFMeddgidso san al bum | 6ve played many
material on the first side, especially the first tréake Of These Day#)e rest
being generally chill and a bit folksy and bluesy.

However, I t 6s t he snmnanctebBcthbedmdckavimch iakes h |t s
the gold meddle. Oh. Sorry. Medal!

Echoes s possi bl y Pi sidtertiadk whicl deservésitsplaset o n
as beingone ofthe bestlopgl ay prog rock tracks ever

ti mes and know every measure intimatel
beautiful lyriccas i f youdbre under the water in
endlessly through the deep blue watery void. It then opens out into this rolling

riff as i f youdre endless ploughing ¢t

The bridge of the song is unsettling as you emerge into the cold air above to
experience the howling winds accompanied by what can only be described as
banshees shrieking in the wind.

Finally, you descend into the peaceful water below followed by a joyful
crescendo leading to that wonderful melody again.

Even if the first side is a bit of a mishash, the second side, whicleishoes
makes this album worth it.



Steely Dand&sanfoit r 8tu isansdibumtihatil listened to as a
young chil d. | t 6s one o fwhitereadmgtheal b u ms
lyrics within the gatefoldMany of us will be familiar with the first tracko It

Again

My mother had three other Steely Dan records, one of waiabchg |
referenced in my piece on nmgvourite records of the 80Being completely
smitten with Steely Dan, in later years, | had collected every album.

| was happy to be able to find a special clear yellow vinyl pressing of this
album.

Steely Dan is simply genius.

o r a@ ¢ Sodw
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The group, Yes, to me, represents the pinnacle of prog rock. Sure, there were
many other amazing prog rock bands out there during the time but Yes spurned
me to explore other prog rock groups.

This album Fragile, is a bit strange. Choppy and a little disjointed, perhaps.
Much | i ke Wmmagumnial d wd e&sx pl ores each of
styles in the group. The album, in a way, seems to be a bridge between the
earlier albums which were more straightforward and less-forclgy with the

highly complex and sometimes oviedulgent sound of albums likélose To

The EdgeandRelayerthat came afteDrama,released in 1980, was the last
complex Yes album but after, they released boringly m&astrmaterial which
included tracks lik@©wner Of A Lonely Hearthe only Yes hit that most people
know.

| think one has to listen to this album several times to appreciate it.

Great tracks includRoundabout, South Side of the SndLong Distance
Runaround

Whil e weobhaeet bement wen Roger Deanb6s art
on many of their aloum#&lthough the artwork has, in no way, any contribution

to the music itself, listening to the music and looking at the beautiful artwork is

an added joy. Much of his artwork is centred on peaceful bodies of water, many



of which are incredibly inviting to get into. Floating cloud islands with ponds of
crystal clear blue waters bordered by smooth granite boulders overlooked by
ancient and knotted pine trees. That sort of thing.

| just wish this album had included the tra€ken rather it being in their
earlierTime And AWorad | b u m, much of which 1 snoét

| M@ldose ToOo&Bded Edge

This entire album is an utter masterpiece.

Arguably, it could be considered my top album of all time, although there are a
few other close contenders.

| came across this on a cassette tape whicpamgnts had in the house when |

was something |ike six or seven years
listen to it because it sure has a slow but weird opening. There are only three

tracks on the entire album, being long tracks, but the first t€Zoke To The
Edgef i 1 1 s an entire side of an LP. 11t0ds
orchestration of synths and traditional rock instruments creating a journey into
some kind of elaborate dream. T@are fast, slow, and haunting sections across



the entire record. The Il yrics are sheece
tal king about, but itds mysterious, pt

Herebs a |little excerpt of the lyrics.

6Sad courage claimed the victims stanc
movers took approached to overl ook t he

Despite its complexity, | know every little bit of this entire record.

It never fails to i mpress and, I am cc
quite like this.

However, there iRelayeranother aloum by Yes, which | will refarlittle later
below.
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The al bum cowmbPeep t al wagent émi nds me of
Nevermindalbum cover featuring the baby in the water chasing a dollar bill.

Funny, that!



Li ke Ar g eRing OfHandsburh,ithis got absolutely slated with the

reviews, and again, |l 6m not sure why.
song,God Gave Rock And Roll To Ydwas gained quite a bit of a revival with
todayods music |isteners.

The entire album is exceptionally good in my opinion apart from the last track,
Rosie which is very pedestrian. Howev&e Gladis, in my opinion, the most
complex and interesting track on this album.

My favourite record of all time when | was around 7 or 8 may have been Rick
Wa k e m&ing@Aghur and the Knights of the Round Tableich led me to
explore the other WakemanThaS&bbWivesof n my

Henry VIII.

It didndét have |l yrics or a story Ilike
explanation on the cover about the wi\
at first but | was determined to get through the entire aloum. But then it began

to take ahold captivating me with its weird mix of instruments and a complete

new set of new synth sounds mixed in with real organ pieces.



Every track had its set of unique traits, but most were quite lively, complex, and
sometimes, purposely made-&#y with a bit of wayward pitch control to

throw in a little unsettling kind of sound, as in the tracke of Clevewith its

organ bridge twahirds in.Jane Seymours one of those tracks that start off
quietly and builds to this amazing crescendo with deep low synths coupled with
the sounds of a cathedral organ.

In later years, | had played this record many times over on@uality stereo
system. It never fails to demonstrate how well this aloum was recorded. The
dynamic range is quite enormous as well, something not that easy to achieve
given the equipment uden those days.

Unlike the King Arthur record, which could, at places, be a little kitsch, this
album has not aged a bit.

This is one of my top five records of all time.
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|l 6m not going to mBRkaek aPbark$dakOfThet e me n t
Moon,because it would be pointless.

Love the album to bits.



Listened to it so many times.
Even the album cover art is perfection and the recording quality is top notch.
|l tds mell ow, tuneful and inspirational

|l 6m sure that half the planet woul d ac
made, if not the best.
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The Beatles / 1962-1966

This is not an album, but the first of a pair of doutdeord compilations, the
other being the blug9671970compilation The seminated andblue Beatles
compilation records.

From young years | used to frequently listen to all four records, the red and the
blue compilations reading the lyrics provided on the slegvA&long with the
entire world, | got to know each track intimately.

|l 6d say that i f you dond6ét want to buy
just get these the red and blue compilations.

In addition to love, all you need is thed and theblue



This is the second of the pair of doulbéeEord compilations, the other being the
red19621966compilation.

ltds interesting how the Beatl es sounc
when compared with the earlier years on the red compilation.

| played this blue compilation quite a bit more than the red because it had
greater substance and complexity. There was quirkiness as well as proved with
A Day In The LifendOc t o p u s & Howé&var/| diveags skip that

annoyingly cloying trackidey Judewhich seems to go on foreover.

This compilation has one of my top five tracks in music of all t\dkile My
Guitar Gently Weepsvhich is justsublime In fact, if | was to roll off my
favourite pop track, this would probably be it.

Now. Cometogether don 6t | regettmecomdpdation!, a
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If only this alboum was better recorded in terms of overall sound dynamics, it
would be dynamite. But despite sounding like it was done on budget equipment,
which, perhaps, it was, this is a tedeforce in creativity and sits as one of the
best prog roclalbums ever.

This instrumental album, with one flowing fiftpinute track, is an adventure
taking the listener to so many parts of the acoustic world. From the mysterious
Exorcist start in the beginning, to frenetic guitar riffs, to bizarre passages with a
lot of wolf-like grunting to nativdNorth Americanindianmusic, tobeautiful

Italian Venetian landscapes like in the beginning of the second side of the
album.

Oldfield, many years later in the 1990s, released tmilar Bells I| which is
also beautiful makes a wonderful tribute to this album.
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STEELY DAN

countdown to ecstasy
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Having been in | ove with Steely Dan si
collection as a kid, in later yeatsjecided to get the missing ones.

Steel y Dan 0 sCowtdowo to Hcstasyndkes ayery big departure
from the usuainellowjazzier stuff that | was used to in albums I,
Gaucho,andRoyal Scaml guess it was more of the Walter Becker sound rather
than his mate, Donald Fagan. Indeed, it took me unawares and | had to make a
couple of listenings throughout to get used to it.

But damn! This is a great album.

The fast rock and rolike track,Bodhisattvgust rises to this rhythmic
crescendoKing Of The Worldhas this wonderfully retro rock and roll sound
with that Steely Dan sound. And the almost tralilee Show Biz Kidss catchy
and, as usual with this group, has some pretty scathing lyrics.

A

| t 6s a muant eahyalbuen tharetlve others but essential for any
Steely Dan lover.
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| think one has to be a bit of a Yes fan to get into this epic dalbilan, Tales
From Topographic Oceans

| can imagine the teenage youth of the 70s into prog rock getting as much hyped
with this musical piece of art as the 80s youth into Dungeons and Dragons
delved into the world of esoterica.

Each of the four sides of this double album is one complete track. They all
demand the |istenerdos attention as wel

The first track,The Revealing Science of Gaslclassic Yes throughout and
probably the most accessible of the tracks. However the remaining three need to
be savoured.

The third trackThe Ancient s eri ously reminds me of
complex and classical metal guitar trabkowning Witch / Envelopesn his

Ship Arriving Too Late to Save a Drowning Withich came out in 1982.

Listen to them both and see what | mean!

| think this album is for the more dedicated prog rock lover and you need time
to savour this to really appreciate it.

| need to rdisten to it again.
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Just an observation. Another aloum with cover art featuring the Droste Effect
| i ke Pi whkmagumomavadsh lsave been the fashion at the time!

Thisalbumisnotwetlk nown at al | and hasnot been
in my opinion.

The first nine minutes of the album is a medley of highly creative prog rock
based on the Gregorian chabtes Irae Five minutes in and you experience a
section featuring a fulkcale organ with electric guitar that is genuinely
goosepimple raising.

All the tracks are fantastic except for the pedestsamdingGonna Meet My
Maker,and the truly awful tracld,ove,which is utterly gagnducing.
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K R A F T W "E&REK A U T OWNE

Kraftwerk isndét to everyoneds taste, [
electronic and prog rock in a German sort of way, Kraftwerk is a-hstesi.
Autobahn s nét Kr aftwer kos fmajoraldumenéyb um, bui

made. The previous ones are somewhat obscure and much less known. Each of
their albums centres on some piece of technology like roads, railways,
computers, and even radioactivity.

This case, it is roads. The Autobahn. The first side of the album is just one
track,Autobahn

| t 6s a gr e a withanintepestingdmdgecspookily aa-tune with
lots of fast cars driving by you along with their Doppler effects. The rhythm is
trancelike and mesmerizing.

The second side is a bit of a hotchpotch,Mitternachtis a bit of a creepy
minimalist track which is worth a listen or two.
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This Js The floody Blues
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| love the Moody Blues.

They were so ethereal in places, bringing in pop, classical, and prog rock all
together. Their lyrics are great as well.

The Moody Blues released several albumsTinig Is The Moody Blues, in

fact, a compilation. However, this doull® is not just a random collection of
their great tracks. They actually pieced them together to make this compilation
sound like an actual album which follows a storyline.

The entire compilation is worth listening to etodend. There are no weak
tracks here. However, if | was to mention some of my favourite tracks, they
would beLegend Of A Mind, Have You Heard / The Voyage, New Horizons,
andMelancholy Man

Melancholy Maris especially beautiful but very melancholic as the title
suggestst 6d say this is one of my top five

The only thing | have against this compilation is the sound quality.

oK. | t s not b abMelanchalytMarnn the oyiginal allbucdnp ar e
Question of Balangavith this compilation, you will hear a noticeable
difference. Deeper bass, more transparency, and more goosebumps!



Saying that, |l think most people these
had a dedicated higtuality hi-fi system.

Like | said about the Beatl&ueandRedcompilations, if you had to have one
record by the Moody Blues, get this!
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| consider this the unofficial sequel Blibular Bellsbecause they work so well
as a pair.

Just looking at the album cover gives me nostalgic memories of the area around
the Welsh borders where my father used to live during his last yedast, |

used to fly light planes flying out of Shobdon Airport very close to Hergest
Ridge, so yes, it brings salient memories of the place when I listen to this.

In manyways, | prefer this album to the more famdusularBells | t 6 s | us-
more beautiful and far more emotional. | guess the only thing that lets it down is
that messy crazy bit twihirds in on the second side.

Lovely albumall the same!
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Elton John isndédt one of my favourite ¢
of his greatest hits is nostalgic for me with some great tunes to hum to.

Ot her wi se, thereds not much to say abc
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| became so obsessed witAlre st e n i rClpse TomThevEelghat shadto
explore other Yes material.

It was not until later years when | lived in Cardiff, | went into a seduartt
record store, and the owner suggested | buy this coRglafyer

The album cover is a beautiful bit of artwork. A gatefold but a single record
with lovely artwork by the esteemed Roger Dean.

Was | in for a surprise when | listened to this masterpiece!

The entire record is one massive prog rock extravaganza. However, it is the
onesider 22minute track,The Gates Of Deliriumwh i ch t akes t he s
that this one track changed the way | listened to music as did the earlier
masterpieceClose To The Edggid.

Gates of Deliriums my alttime favourite prog rock track of all time, if not my

all-time track regardless of length. It is just utter energy throughout with some

of the best guitar riffs | haveverheard. The album borders on heavy metal at

times but ends on the most delightful, sorrowful, and beautiful passage of music

| 6ve ever heard which always brings te
passage follows the most insane-teimute bridgevhich wasrecordedwithin a

live audienceasyou hear the fans shouting in the background. Can you imagine



being there live in person to watch thisthe tim& If only | had a time
machine

The inner sleeve of the album contains the very complicated poetic lyrics of this
album which are profound and moving depicting the evils of war and so on.

If you haveClose To The Edggou must have this aloum as well.
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AMERICA’S GREATEST HITS
HISTORY

America is real easy listening. That sonic signature of driving through
Americabds endless roads goingd40from st
descending towards Al buguerqueds di st
sort of music which you mightsaociate with.

|l tds happy music and this compilati on
greatest hits, from\ Horse With No Name, Ventura HighwayTin Man

arguably my favourite America trackith some of the most bizarre, colourful

and spellbinding lIlyrics | 6ve come actr

fal} lal}



Oh, Oz never did give nothing to the
have. And cause never was the reason for the evening. Or the tropic of Sir
Gal ahad. o6

Now who could drum up a song with lyrics bringing the Wizard of Oz together
with the Myths and Legends of Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table?

However, America also createde of the most meonable set of lyricen its
Horse With No Nam&ackwhich sums up theuman codition.

dn the desert yotand remember your namiause there aii no one for to
give you no paid

Just brillant
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Can you judge a record by its cover?
In this case, you can!

|l tds sinister, dark, and quite unsett/



Picture a family listening together in the lounge rdmack in the 508 one of
thosebig wireless sets or those big German consoles manufactured by Grundig
father still with his tie and suit on, mothest having baked an apple

cheesecake, and kids in smart casual clothes sitting on the couch.

This is electronica with a minimalistic and industrial touch bringing in sounds
from faraway distorted airwaves or bizarre lost fragments of lost radio waves
which should have been filtered out.

Radioactivityis the most popular track, but listening to the entire aloum opens

up a new vista of very interesting sounds, some of whichraggie to all

electronica. It demonstrates how creepy the distorted signals sound like between
bands on the short wave radio aikedioland It is something of yesteryear

with todayds I nternet of course. An ar

Find the shortwave band right now!

The album is spooky and creepy througheapeciallywith the vinyl version
because they did something strange with the CD version. They filtered out the
intentional background hum on some of the tracks which were meant to be there
in the first place!

For exampleNews a track which overlays old German bits of news from God
knows how old ago. Something my late German grandfather must have, no
doubt, had listened to many times. Yeah, creepy.

Radio Starss the most unsettling track on the album by far. It is irritating but
cold at the same time, like something that Aphex Twin would put together in
much later years, as in th&entolintracks.

My vinyl copy of Radioactivityis my most prized Kraftwerk album.
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Al ong wi t ISoilVFestivijesfriom & $ieaven And Hells my other
favourite Vangelis album of all time.

Apart from the sublimely beautifult&inute trackSo Long Ago, So Clear
there are two long tracks of about twenty minutes ddehyen and Hell Part 1
andPart 2

l tds a fascinating record to |isten toc
wonderful choral melodies straight from Heaven to genuinely spooky passages

with what sounds like muffled voices from Hell, this is a Vangelis aloum which

| can play over and ove

lyhi sztomA O] a2 mipd Yl v



MUSIC

PRODUCED AND

ARRANGED BY
RICK WAKEMAN |

RICK WAKEMAN (8

| had to get this album in my early years because | was a pianist quite heavy

into playing Franz Liszt and | loved Rick Wakeman.

Now t hi s

of Liszto
Exciting
with Lisz
coul d be

I S

s wor ks

as
t,
an

t he
film most certainly unsuitable for younger eyes! Most tracks are a bastardisation

c | -eeister, Rigk Wpkeman.t oget he
t h eDantedPeriedandHdl havenaoythingstaudo e 1 f
but

coni ¢

soundt r ac k Ligztomaniaan

it SO0
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to accompany
circles of Hell. Yes, | read the whdBavine Comedyy DanteAlighieri as a
teenagerand studied iwith incredible detall

Some other very interesting tracks like the lovely tr&xgheus Songp the
sinister soundindrape, Pillage And Clap
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| gyt hs & Legends of King
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This album is the most played record during my youth and I love it to bits. This
Is how medieval music meets 70s prog rock with perfection.

This alboum came as a gatefold with one LP and the other side containing a
beautiful booklet complete with pictures and lyrics with Gothic print. The
album, of course, depicts the story of the rise and fall of Arthur, all witiein
timeframe of arounthreequarters of an hour! In fact, this is how | first learned
about King Arthur and the Knights before reading the seni@dflorte

d 6 A r iy fhomas Malory in 148%vhich is the official recognised text of the
Arthurian stories.

This record is pure adrenaline if you like analogue synths, prog rock, and
classical based on Mediev@de music. The entire record is strong and
powerful, although, | frequently skip out the fsmtgreatGuineverdrack which
Is a little cheesy, butds still good.

Some of the passages are incredibly complex. | know. | tried to play the score
with little success on a piano! Frequent key changes, a seemingly endless

Al


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Le_Morte_d%27Arthur
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Le_Morte_d%27Arthur

myriad of rhythm timing changes, dissonant notes, echoing and counterpoint
sequences, and so on.

Wakeman performing this piece on early 70s video is mesmerising. He was also
accompanied by a complete symphony orchestra.

They dondét make stuff | ike this anymor

logKat yo & i & S faedasp v
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This is quite earthy Steely Dan, being a bit rock andamd bluesy. The lyrics
are a bit sketchy as well depicting the darker side of human nature. Such
examplesinclud®addy Donét Live | n Tandathe New Y
quite disturbingEver yoneds Gonel TosTlhase Mbovi &€s ce
Epstein Files. The music itself is great for all tastes but as for those’lyrics

Wow!

The key thing about this album is how catchy these tracks are.
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lo®WVi sh You oWerngq ogozde R
I donot this al bum needs much i ntroduc

incorporating deep rich electric guitars, great drums, electronic sounds, and
fantastic vocals.

Shine On You Crazy Diamordlyided into two parts, is the main theme of this
album but extra kudos can be placed aiteicome To The Machinehich has
some reallygreatsynthsounds

You canot go wr oWish YouwuiWereHePei nk FIl oy d o s
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Jean

JEAN MICHEL JARRE

genre of
Jarreods

Mi ¢c hel

OXYGENE

J@xygenas) o doubt, & sedl masterpiacearin the

el ect r o Zoolookand MsRReadezgouswhedere J ar r
top albums by a quite

a

stret

Side One, or Parts 3, takes the spotlight with regard to sheer atmosphere and
rich melancholic synth sounds. In particular, the first part, with its therkkeain
sound is haunting in a beautiful and serene way.

|l Om not

a f-gotuckytfack with darrdé segngty insist on having

at least onen each of his albums, however, Track 4 is very good and instantly
recogni sabl e by many as one
track of his repertoire.

of

Jarreo

It @ seriously good album and everyone who likestebnica must have it.
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SIEELYDAN = -

THE ROYAL SCAM| =

Every record by Steely Dan up @&auchois just amazing. Whiléja and
Gauchorepresent some of the smoothest and sophisticated jazzy sounds from
Steely DanThe Royal Scams a very different album.

Instead,The Royal Scars a very strong collection diighly catchymelodies
with some quite scathing lyrics depicting revengeverty, divorce, and
downright crime.

And every track sounds so original and different. Take the tratksFez,
Haitian Divorce,andEverything You DidHow different can they be, yet, they
work so well together in this extremely strong album.

The Royal Scams my favourite Steely Daalbumif | count the number of
times | 6ve played it during my 1|ife.
SO many times in my youth.

| pdrear OBEThd oGafil NI



My father used to playear Of The Cabn the piano, a tune which | very much

| i ked when | was young. TurnedVYeut hkh  wl
Of The Catlbum, | liked every track and it became to be one of miogo

comfort albums of all time.

| remember listening to this album while driving across lonely country yeads
in the trackOn The Borderand through small towns, as in the tr&roadway
Hotel,in New Mexico and Arizona. The music resomsdieautifully with the
setting sun in the Westhe lonely saguaro cactus silhouetted against the light
and the soft warm winds across the arid landscape.

The entire album is lovely and an absolute masterpiece which everyone can
enjoy. It is both melancholic anglifting.

| pTheir Gro®dtadgspicHi t s



The Eagledheir Greatest Hitss not an aloum, however,t 6 s a gr eat ¢
their best material up to the mids. Furthermore, unlike many compilation

records, the sound quality is very good as well. Many compilation records

squeeze too many tracks together on a slab of vinyl which reduces its sound

quality.

This compilation has my favourite Eagles tracks Tikede It Easy, Witchy
Woman, Desperado, One Of These NighigTake It To The Limit

Anyone looking for more recent tracks likiotel Californiawill have to look
elsewhere as, unfortunately, this track was just released during the same year as
this compilation.

If you had to chooseneEagles record, lghis be it! However, saying that,
there was a Japanese compilation a couple of years later whieldngthing
| i ke from the Eagles with good sound ¢

The Japsovetheir superior vinyl pressings!

| odRomant i © &\WalirdaNd/o 16 21 BC2 NBE IS NJ



This is the kind of jazz thatNogpsure@g r
why or how such a complex fusion of sound could have appealed to me at such
an early agel becamemmersedwith this record when | was aroueteven or

twelve,

This is another one | have to give credit to my mother who loved listening to
this incredibly dynamic album by Return To Forever featuring the amazing
Chick Corea who | managed to see play live in person.

Romantic Warrioiis a very complex album with some of the most profound
guitar riffs, drum playing and piano playing 6 everheard in a fusion jazz
album. And that amazing piano by Chick Corédé#ien | saw him live on
another piece of work,could not see his fingers moving as they were too fast
for the eye

Thesound qualityon this albums exceptionally high delivering a clean and
very punchy sound. Listen to this loud and immerse yourself in this album and
it will amaze youThe slam and the dgmics are simply unbelievable.

Also, the medieval theme of this album, despite being fusion jazz, works
surprisingly well. 1 6d neveTheMaicanugh't
really sounds like it came from the court of jbster.

(O
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Every track is amazing, but if pushmeto shove, | had to choosaly one, it
would bethe teaminute masterpiec&omantic Watrrior.

This is one of my altime favourite alboums ofalltimandi t 6 s def i ni t el
favourite jazz aloum B o b GranohRiand® Ganyobeing a close second.

This is pure adventure.

l WdBongs | n DIEd SKI\S s EIRISING

| literally grew up with this sublimely beautiful double gatefold album. | would
listen for hours reading the lyrics while listening to some of the most beautiful

melodies ever created in a music studio.

| 6d get goosebumps I istening to the ir
Village Ghetto Lan@&ndPastime ParadisdPastime Paradises better known to
more recent generatGaaoagst abdwhidh@obasdtli e & s

on this

Other sublime tracks on this albuminclud® ve 6 s I n Need Of Lo
andJoy Inside My Tears



And so many other tracks, every one of which is incredibly-stlng and
melodic. Although, the only track which | skip over is the annoyingly long and
sappyl snot §tihech fealywgets on my tit.

This is an outstanding album through and through.

| pFor ed EANBAAPS NI
 FOREIGNER

For ei gner O0Roreignerrissone hell bfla great album in a traditional
classic rock way. Although not nearly as good as thalbum which came
later in the 80s, there are some real classics on this album inclColicid\s Ice,
Starrider, The Damage Is DongndAt War With The World.

This is real Americana music which signifies that late 70s and early 80s classic
rock which was so popular on the airwaves.

To this day, many of these tracks are simply timelasthe newest
generations rexploring them on streaming services today thankise€o
influence ofgreatTV series likeStranger Things
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KRAFTWERK
T RANSSE UR O'PAEEE X PRES S

N

TransEurope Express probably the most important aloum made by
Kraftwerk, although it was not for many years after | discovered Kraftwerk, that
| came across it.

When | first heard the trackransEurope Expresdt came across as a very
repetitive but compelling trandiée piece of music. Bearing in mind that this
album sits in the mid0s, this was something quite ahead of its time with trance
electronica not really flowering until the late 8Gsyou combine the tracks,
TransEurope Express, Metal on MetalndAbzugtogether into one thirteen
minute track, you get a very decent stretch of great trance music.

The other tracks on this album are quite interesting including the stark and
surrealHall Of Mirrors and the poppy and fushowroom Dummies

Instead of focussingomadsanat ar s as i Autoahmalbummthesr k 6 s
album focusses on travelling in Europe by train, and when you listen to it, you
can really hear that definitive European sound throughout.

|l tds one of the Ilewmsbde.pi eces of el ectrc
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Randy Newman

The first thing that stri keldsttleme when |

Criminalsalbum areitsbruthlly s cat hing | yrics portr ay
gone wrong in our society. Greed, corruption, religion, war, poverty, and the ills
of living in a city. Theyore al/l cover

The music is a bit folksy singer/songwriter for my taste, but the melodies are
very well put togetheiShort Peoples probably the most weknown but there
are many other tracks which are absolutely superb incligafignore,the
westernsoundingRider In The Rainand the palpably sad tracksGermany
Before The WaandOld Man On The Farmboth of which, bring tears to the
eyes.

A

| 6ve | i stened to this album from an ec:

A superb album.
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STEELY DAN

For many Steely Dan fanija is probably considered their most important
album. And | can see why. It is one of thosdgmralbums of utter smoothness,
finesse, and sophistication with some of the best complex melodies put to disc.
It is also extremely weltecorded much loved by the audiophile community.

AjaandGauchob ot h represent Steely Danb6s fin
and smooth rock and they are both highly prized especially the coveted
Japanese pressings which are superb.

Given the choice of the two, | 6d nomir
more melodious presentation of the music. Howegrmay appeal more to

the hardline jazz loveygspecially the title tracldja, which is an absolute

musthear.

C a nréally fault this album.

N7
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Rumoursand the later 80s alburiiango In The Nightare my favourite
Fleetwood Mac albums.

The tracks oflRumoursare timeless and playable for almost any occasion. Some
of these tracks have been somewhat overplayed on radi® bka 6 tandst o p
GoYourOwnWay but theyo6re always great to

My favourite track has always be&he Chainwhich is essentially a song split
into two with a powerful/ocal section along with a driving rhythm in the first
bit moving onto a great guitar riff, later to be sworn into immortality by the
theme track for the UK TV show,op Gear

Rumourgs a great album for firdime Fleetwood Mac listeners. But | highly
doubt that anyone in tHenglish.speakingwvorld has never listened to a
Fleetwood Mac track!

| n®a&t urday Ni ghd &IFNEN 2 dzd Sb NI A
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THE ORIGINAL MOVIE SOUND TRACK

You donoét have SatordaydightHeveto én@ytinso vi e
wonderful doubl e LP. | certainly woul c
the movie as | later found out when | had to curtail the movie when my son was

in the room methinking that the movie would be a dance movie for all the

family.

When | was around eight or so, this music was all the rage and | enjoyed
listening to this soundtrack many tim@se Bee Gees are the most prominent

in the collection but there are other great artists that contributed including Kool
& The Gang, KC and the Sunshine Band, and a variety of other very talented
artists.

A fun record to listen to and suitable for all.

But the movie whichis good is for adults!

n i Wi Sons Of oBilfyf eCr2earStf o NbA\t
2 SA

n
3 O s dH



: ) . ,",/ oLy : 78 / arsy
DANFogelberg & Tim Wezsherg

Dan Fogelberg and Tim Weisberg are not particularly-kmediwn, but
somehow or another, dfind this aloum in my moth@r collection of LPsnd

got to like it.

With peaceful melodies incorporating acoustic guitar and flutesminds me
of autumn walkghroughforess of aspen treeQr peaceful music to
accompany and outdoor brunch. Something like that.

Just easy listening.

| nPlbe -Manad NI T mahd N



Kraftwerk& The ManMachne delves into the world of robats

Ités amusthave album for those into electronica in mymipn, and for those
into this genre wil no doubt have listened tdhe Robotsait some time or
another.

Not being as strong 8sansEurope Expreser Autobahn it does have some
great tracks. Notably the aforementioiéte Robots, Spacelab, The Modeld
The Man Machinel find the two trackdetropolisandNeon lightsa little
lacklustre and repetitive.

The Modela very catchy sondpappens to be one of the great new wave synth
pop tracks which many nightclubs played during the late 80s.

| love thattrack.

This album could have been ahgely awesome if Kraftwek had recorded this
with superiorequipment. The bass is weak. The synth drum sound is.tiung
thereis little or no depth to the soundlist compare this with Kraftwids later
albumsElectric CaféandTour de Francgboth of which, having stunning
sound quality.

However, the melodies are great.
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Although notMike Oldfield& strongespieces ofwork, Incantationss a
delightful double LP focussing oNative Americarand Celticchemes.

Thereare a few overarching melodies which span this worichvare simple
easy to fdbw, and highly melodic.

For newbies into Mike Oldfield, try oldergest RidgandTubular Bells
beforehandlf you like them, this might be a good ofoe you.



Kayais my alttime favourite Bob Marley aum.
Every track on this album is a pleasure to listen to.
No exceptions.

Many will know the track$Sun Is Shiningpftenre-sampledoy more recent
bands, andf course]s This Love

If you like reggae, yowill haveand knowthis album!
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One woutl need to write an entire piece just to descidé Waynés
masterpiecéyWar Of The Worlds

H.G. Wells wrote the sdi novelWar Of The Worldsluring the late 19
century The storyhad since spawned couple of movies,ather d which do
anyjustice to the story in my opinioA later TV series tried to do overcome
the shortfalls, but I think it was atrocious.

However, Jeff Wayne, with a number of very prominent musicians, came up
with this lavish double LP telling théasy through very visceradnd haunting
soundscapesarrated by Richard Burton.

It still raises goosebumps when listening to this remaykadalverfuland
melodic album.

Naturally,ité not possible to recount the entire story with a musical version, but
you get aeal good idea what the@ry is about when listening to this
masterpiece.
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Linton Kwesi Johnson

Linton Kwesi Johnson is more of a poet than a reggae singgnvhen one
listens to hid~orces Of Victorythis is immediately apparent.

Musically, the aloum isé@ complex much like many ragdbums are like
However, there is something quite latching with the combination of the deep
reggae rhythm with JohasG angry lyrics portraying thgolitical injustices of
racial discrinination during 70s Britain.

This isGseriou$reggae.
You need to crank this up on a stewith deep loud bass get the full effedt

Ités a must for every reggae afficionado.

| p@Game § & Yy S NER@



Never heard o8ynergy nor itdounder, Larry Fast, but | liked the album cover
of Gameswhile browsing a seconrlddandrecordmarket in Cadliff during the
late 80s It was only a poundso thafs ok.

For years, before the Internet, | dothink | came across anyone else thawn
this album

| was surprised to find a bit of a hidden treasure that few knew.ddollihg
up to the present, this alboum has found a home for cult follovwéhe o
crossover of electrordcwith praressive roclkand has earned high acaida
much like when fine art appreciates throulgé passage of time.

This albumrepresents a fascinating journieyo the world of syntlgenerated
sounds.

In my opinion, only the second side, or theekeenminutetrack Delta Three
needs to be heard to appreciate this album.

A curiousaddition to my collection dudn glad | have a copy dhis.
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Sometime during the 80s, a friend jput tape whilstriving and said to listen
to this interestingoncept albuncalledThe Pentateuch Of The Cosmogobgy
Dave Greenslade and Patrick Woodroffe

Never heard of it.

It was all synth stuff and mdhere as rich and complex Beck Wakemars or
JeanMichel Jarrés stuff, however, there was something quite interesting with
it. Although simple sounding in many aspects, it had some quite beautiful
meodies during the first half of the work culminating in soquete cathartic
materialtowards theend

| wanted the vinyl version, so | sougbtlook for it.

It so happened that it wasdauble LP with a magnificently produced booklet
with stunning artworlportraying the birth and destruction of some future
dystopian wordl. A fantasy cocept abum if you will.

Theartwork on the front cover is producbyg none other than Roger Dean.

| searched far and wide for a secdrahd copy of this piece of work and
eventually found it in a Cardiff secorldand record storéuringthe late 80$or
the grand sum of twentijve poundsSterling. Quite a lot of monegventhen.



Turns outthat these days, it is now worth the best pa85ffOif in excellent
condition!

This is one of my most @ed pie€es in my music collection.
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Many years agduring the very earl$0s my French stepbrother introduced me
to Supertramp which got me hooked oritto

Turned out that there was much more to Supertraap tthemorepopular
trackslike Breakfast InAmericaandThe Logical SongSupertramgreated
quite a range of highly original materiahany of which verged into some real
interesting prog rocktuff.

| would say thaBreakfast In Americégs Supertram@® most acessible album

and its loaded with some great memorable trdidesGone Hdlywoodand
Goodbye Strangean addition to the aforementioned populacks.Howeve,

the lastengthier trackChild Of Vision is a great way to end this most iconic of
albums.



And doesi the album cover justantyou to indulge in some eggs, bacon, and
hash browns?

| pOlbe R&WKeESN { UNddp It S N&A
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My sister, being immersed in the world of alternatigeth, and new wave
music during that timentroduced me td@he Stranglers during thearly 80s

Therds a lot of Stanglers material | like but quite a bit | dixSo, there is no
perfect record to choose frotdowever,The Ravenis, to me, the most iconic
of them all.And lucky me, | found the LP with tH&D plastic motioreffect
cover, you know, tlatribbed plastistuff which when you move your head, the
picture seems to mov@here were only 20,000 made in the UK apptyen

First, hank goodness it doe8imaveGolden Browrbecausedn sick to death
of hearirg that trackSo, thads out of the way!

Most of the tracks are supdike The Raven, Dead Loss Angeles, Ice, Baeo
Bordello, Nuckar Device, Dod Bring Harry,and the ominouMeninblack
depicting a alien sgcies who feed on humanerrific, huh?

The lyrics are really awesome as well.



A great album to have and | recommend this\asyones first Stranglers
album.

| pRe&bggat t & &KeS B 2eifincO S

Reggatta De Blanis, in myopinion, The Bliceds best album

Thetracks, Message In A BottlandWalking On The Mooareof course, very
well-known However, there are a slew of other stunning tracks on this album
includingBring On The NightTheBeds Too Big Whout Youand Does
Everyone Stare

Although the previous albu@utlandos Amour, which includes track like
So Lonely, Caf Stand Losing Yo@ndRoxannegenerally gets better reviews
| think Reggatta De Blans amore interesting and better piece of work.

Just my opinion!

| pPlbe WA Y| 6 @R & R



PNk
froy

HE
Wall

We end this magnificent ligh chronological ordewith Pink Floydd The Wall

This double LP should be listened to in one session in its entirety. Preferably at
loud volumes!

Ités Pink Floyds most farmus concept albumelating the story ch somewhat
disturbed individual who Kt his faher during Wordl War Il but never coming
to terms with the gid conformity of life, a key tenet of the story.

Only two tracks can be extricated for useasimercial material, the first being
Another Brick In The Wall Part @andComfortably NumbThe rest of the
material seamlessly flowtsgether to form one spectacular nuadi

| dond, in general, like musicals, but the movide Wall,is incredible. Not for
the young oasthough! Having neer seen te movie | first saw itin aLondon
West End movie theatrghich aired a lot of old classics for a new generation of
movie-goers. | wistour mainstream cinemas did more of this sort of thiisgt

in the fror row and the sound levels were iy God, | was blown away.
Literally! Half the audience jumped out of their seats when the wall exploded
towards us at the end of the film.

Either way, you can either watch the movie or listethéoalbum. They are both
magnificentbut with the movieyou get somegreatperformances along with
some stunning animation.
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Whilst writing this piece,dve come to the foregone cdusion thathe 70svas
the decadéhat spawned the most creative music exed for me, much of the
music during this time was so rewarding to listen to. It wdisf@rent eraa
time where music was savoured like fine wiliavas thedecade that produced
themostintelligent and sophisticateshusic in human historyOf course, there
are outliers and exceptismluring othedecades, but in general, the 70s s
pinnacleof the making music

Now if | had to choose only 10 of these recdrdsn the 708

But alas, | canot! | have to choose3l Yes, | know, thdirst one is from the
60s,but hey.

In chronological order.

1) Pink FloydThe Piper At The Gates Of Dawn
2) Pink Hoyd Ummagumma

3) ArgentRing Of Hands

4) YesClose To The Edge

5) Rick WakemarThe Six Wives Of Henry VIlI
6) Pink FloydDark Side Of The Moon

7) Rick WakemarMyths & Legends Of King Arthur & The Knights Of The
Round Table

8) Steely DanThe Royal Scam

9) Al StewartThe Year Of The Cat

10) Return To ForeveRomantic Warrior

11) Steve WonderSongs In The Key Of Life
12) Jeff WayneWar Of The Worlds

13) Pink FloydThe Wall



